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KALAKBAY   
Kalakbay is a Filipino word which means “fellow traveller”.  Kalakbay (カラクバイ)』はフィリピノ語で『共に歩む人』という意味です。

New Year’s Message of Abp. Kikuchi 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
　 
Another year has started. But looking back, our Christmas and New Year 
celebrations this time are somehow different from what we had in the past. 
Since the beginning of last year, we have struggled through the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and even until now we hear various opinions on the 
matter, such that even the Church is faced with a difficult time dealing 
with the situation. Although it is true that the circumstances in Asian 
countries are different to that of the West, the reason for such difference 
remains unknown. In fact, many people around the world are coping with 
this life-threatening crisis, thus the need to examine carefully the right 
path to take. 

Last year was a year of patient endurance, especially in our spiritual life, with all the restrictions on 
Church activities and the four-month suspension of public masses. I would like to thank all of you 
for your understanding and cooperation.  

Despite the renewed feelings at the start of the New Year, we cannot help but feel as if we are still 
wandering in darkness because the situation remains uncertain. It is now that we need a light that 
shines in the dark. We need a light, like the newborn child, that reveals to all people who walk in 
darkness the path of hope that leads to salvation.   

Just as the incarnate “Word of God” has become the light that shines in the darkness, the Church 
hopes to be a witness to the light in the midst of darkness. This light is a light that brings hope for 
life. We protect life by strengthening our solidarity with one another, by imitating the merciful heart 
of our Lord Jesus, and by supporting each other with compassion in words and deeds. Just as the 
child Jesus was protected and raised not alone and isolated but by the Holy Family, we must also 
protect and nurture as one family the lives of people in our society who are left alone, isolated and in 
danger. Now more than ever, we hope to be a witness to the Gospel of Life. 

In particular, I would like to invite all of you who have left your country to come and live here in 
Japan to reflect on the fact that you were sent by the Lord to Japan as witnesses to the Word. 
Evangelization for the Church is not merely a hobby, but a mission commanded by our Lord Jesus. 
May you always be a shining light to all the people that you meet every day wherever you may be, 
proclaiming the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Each one of you is called to be a missionary who 
brings the light of hope. 

May the year 2021 be a year of joy, free from all anxieties, bringing the light of hope to	all. 

         
         
        Tarcisio Isao Kikuchi, SVD 
        Archbishop of Tokyo
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Community News
GFGC organized virtual Mass for the  
Solemnity of Immaculate Conception  

On the occasion of the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
last December 8, the Gathering of Filipino Groups and Communities (GFGC) had organized a 
Eucharistic celebration via Zoom due to the inability of many Filipino Catholics in Tokyo to join 
the scheduled Masses offered by the parishes.  With the current Covid-19 pandemic, not everyone 
could go to Mass due to the limited number of parishioners who are permitted to enter the church.  
Another reason why they have organized such Mass was the feast fell on a weekday and many of 
them who were faithful devotees to the Blessed Virgin Mary could not easily go out of their 
workplace and go to church. Thanks God, the option to celebrate Mass via social media is not 
difficult given the many masses available in the Internet being celebrated everyday in many part 
of the world. There is however a real desire to be interactive in the celebration hence the mass was 
organized via Zoom with Fr. Edwin D. Corros as Mass presider.   

On Monday, 30 November, nine days before the Mass, the GFGC had likewise gathered for a 
novena to the Blessed Virgin Mary via Zoom in preparation for the aforesaid feast. The novena 
was again an opportunity for the GFGC and the Couples for Christ to cooperate in their 
preparation for the Mass. The nine-day novena was a great occasion for Filipinos frequenting 
different parishes in Tokyo to take turns in animating the rosary-novena for nine nights.  Dr. Mel 
Kasuya, the chair of the GFGC, with the support of the English Pastoral Ministry of CTIC had 
been leading the Filipino migrants in organizing such similar religious activities to address and 
sustain their needs to deepen their faith, which may not be adequately and sufficiently addressed 
in any given local parish.  An average of seventy-five people were in attendance in the daily 
rosary-novena via Zoom. 
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The Emmanuel’s First Move 
“Simbang Gabi Chibadera Catholic Church, Chiba” 

Fr. Raniel “Pal” Berdos, Scalabrinian 

 Freezing cold breeze, tiredness from work, 
long distance travel and even the 3 degree-outside 
temperature could not stop parishioners from 
flocking the church and attend the 9-day novena 
mass, Simbang Babi at Chibadera Catholic Church, 
Japan, dubbed with the theme, “The Emmanuel, 
baby Jesus finding us in the midst of this 
pandemic,” held last December 15-23, 2020. 

 This year’s celebration was affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic; thus, the attendee’s number was cut to 48 people.  Yet, that did not hinder one 
from seeing people wearing work uniform, Japanese locals, kids and adults alike, becoming a 
smile of hope eager to participate in such 9-day Eucharistic Celebration. 

 Four priests took turns to celebrate the Eucharist every night allowing the parishioners to 
hear different homilies and faith experiences.  One parishioner commented, “It is always nice to 
hear different religious experiences from our pastors.  In this way, we can somehow see our own 
experiences in them.” 

 In every advent season, we always accompany and journey with the three Magi as they 
search tirelessly for the Emmanuel through the guidance of the star.  In this year of pandemic, 
instead of us finding the baby child, it is rather the baby child Jesus finding us, breaking the bread 
with us in the Eucharistic meal.  Here, we experienced the “First Moves” of God again and again.  
God as the “First Mover” did the first act of allowing His begotten Son Jesus to be born again 
together with the newly born children in the time of pandemic, the baby child Jesus’ first act to 
heal the Covid-19 infected patients at the hospitals and at home, and the child Jesus dying together 
with those who lost their Covid-19 battle. 

 Simbang Gabi, Misa de Aguinaldo or Misa de 
Gallo, which was introduced in 1668 in the 
Philippines by an Augustinian friar to the farmers 
but has received its formal recognition only from 
the Holy See in 1961, has metamorphosed its 
meaning today.  Neither freezing temperatures 
nor exhaustion from a whole day’s work can stop 
a faithful to allow oneself to be found again by 
the real Light, the baby child Jesus, amidst this 
dark moment that this pandemic bings.
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EPM appealed for help for typhoon victims in the Philippines 

Responding to the massive damages left by a series of strong typhoons that hit the Philippines 
last November particularly in Luzon area, the English Pastoral Ministry (EPM) has appealed to the 
Filipino communities for cash donations on behalf of one of the provinces in Bicol region, Virac.  
Through such appeal, EPM had gathered a total of 170,000 Japanese yen and will be sent to the 
Diocese of Virac, where ninety percent of the residential and commercial buildings were left 
roofless.  According to media reports the island province has to seek outside assistance to address 
the pressing and dire need of those isolated due to floods.  The EPM would like to express its 
profound gratitude to the generosity of those who had responded to the appeal.

Community News

EPM appealed for help for typhoon victims in the Philippines 

With the limited number of parishioners allowed to enter to the church during the Simbang 
Gabi due to the observance of social distancing, parishioners who could not go to Mass physically 
in the parish have the option to virtually celebrate Mass via Zoom.  This was the most practical 
option that most Filipino migrants in Japan have to adapt during this challenging time, albeit this is 
also true in the Philippines, where many Catholics could not go to their parishes due to the strict 
prohibition of mass gatherings. 

The Gathering of Filipino Groups and Communities (GFGC) with the support of the EPM had 
gathered via Zoom for its virtual  Simbang Gabi that began on the evening of December 15.  With 
Fr. Edwin C. Corros, CS, assistance director of CTIC, presiding the novena Mass at 9:00 PM, the 
virtual masses had averaged more than a hundred people  for attendance.  The Masses were 
presided in Filipino.  Ms. Puchie Gan Velez had prepared all the songs, while Redd and Erlyn 
hosted the event.  Interestingly, there were even family members and friends in the Philippines, 
Korea, United Arab Emirates, Australia, Canada and USA who had participated in the nightly 
spiritual gathering, which was intended originally for the Filipinos in Japan.  The parishioners from 
different parts of Tokyo archdiocese had taken turns in animating the Mass, as lectors, 
commentators and hosts of the virtual masses.  Once, the Mass was also animated by those residing 
outside Japan. 

The GFGC’s Simbang Gabi was indeed an occasion to see and greet family members, friends 
and parishioners residing in different locations greeting each other after the Mass.  Undoubtedly, 
this is one gift from God that people could count as blessing during this period of pandemic.  
People can still gather not necessary physically but spiritually.  They pray together, sing together 
and greet each other using the screen monitor of their computers or mobile phones.  TEchnology’s 
during these trying times is God’s special gift to 
everyone. 

The spirit of the Simbang Gabi has become even 
more meaningful, minus the food that floods the 
parish halls after the Mass was celebrated.  People 
were still happy to share that they had completed their 
novena for the past Simbang Gabi even without 
entering physically the church building.  Some 
parishioners in Meguro had moreover shared that they 
had visited the Church during the week even in a 
daily basis.
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Community News
A Reflection On Re-Discovering Prayer In Times Of Pandemic 

by: Grace Ishigami  

With the desire  of  some Filipino mothers of  Kasai 
to be reconnected, to  pray as one community and be 
able to share their thoughts, feelings and personal 
experiences during this challenging times, last December 
12, 2020, at Kasai Church, the group  gathered for 2 
hours for prayer, reflection and sharing.  

There were about twelve (12) Filipino mothers and 
one (1) Japanese Augustinian sister. The theme of the 
formation session was all about “Re-discovering prayer 
during the pandemic”, which was facilitated by Therese 
Japitana, a lay missionary from CTIC. It started with the 
praying of the Rosary to the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
celebration of the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

There were lots of things that came up in my mind, my heart stirred with mixed emotions 
when Therese had asked us how has the pandemic affected our relationship with one self, with 
God and with others? Where do we find hope and life? 

These questions brought us back to such dilemma during the times when we were locked 
down and felt so uncertain until we asked “When is this pandemic will end?”  

We lost contact and separated from the many people we used to be with.  For a while, we 
stopped going to church regularly and the bringing of the statue of Mama Mary on Saturdays to 
different houses. We felt strange and became unfamiliar with what was happening around us.  
There was resistance to the new reality that we can no longer go back to what we used to have, 
except for the fact that we need to deal and confront the “new normal” way by facing what is 
uncertain, isolating, and unfamiliar in our lives.  This means that we have to go out of our comfort 
zone, adapt and risk what is known in order for us to grow, especially in attending masses online, 
wearing masks, maintaining physical distancing, carefully washing our hands and body so as 
protecting our bodies from the virus.  We need not be afraid, yet we desire to be courageous for it 
allows us to conquer our fears and act according to what is best for ourselves. 

In all of these, we were encouraged to pray more even at times to beg deeply, to ask truly for 
what our hearts desire, reflecting on our plans, fears and anxieties about the future that it will be 
given order and direction by God’s loving grace and generosity.  We pray that we may continue to 
be real before God, especially in this very chaotic and challenging time, for God loves our being. 
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CTIC Keitai “Good News” 

To subscribe for CTIC Keitai “Good 
News” , you may emai l us a t 
info@ctic.jp. 
For old subscribers who are not able to 
receive their good news, kindly email 
us from your keitai to:  info@ctic.jp

Catholic Tokyo International Center 
カトリック東京国際センター 

4-6-22 Kamiosaki, Shinagawa-ku, 
Tokyo 141-0021 

Tel (03) 5759 - 1061

Virtual Advent Recollection held 

Nothing could stop some faithful Catholics from attending Advent recollection even during 
the period of pandemic.  They try to find a way to observe their own personal devotion to 
Advent Season by way of attending recollections and other spiritual activities. The only 
difference, just like in celebrating the Eucharist, they too will have to content with their 
participation in the virtual Advent Recollection that was organized by the English Pastoral 
Ministry (EPM) of CTIC last Saturday, 5 December, from 2 to 5 in the afternoon at the 
confines of their respective residences.   

Every year, the EPM organizes an Advent Recollection for those interested in deepening 
their faith commitment as part of their preparation to commemorate the birth of Jesus Christ. It 
is normally held in a parish, where participants gather for a day or an afternoon of spiritual 
reflection.  This year however, due to strict restriction on mass gathering to deter the spread of 
the virus, the EPM had organized a virtual activity with the theme “The Advent of God in the 
time of Covid-19 pandemic.”  At least thirty parishioners from different parts of Tokyo 
archdiocese had availed of the virtual Advent recollection facilitated by Fr. Edwin D. Corros. 
There were even some family members in the Philippines of those in Japan who were also 
enticed to join. Besides attending advent recollection, others would also take advantage of 
participating in the penitential service that parishes would celebrate. The latter however 
requires a real physical attendance if they need to go to confession. 
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